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Marion Friebus-Flaman,Ph.D. (Thomas Dooley Elementary School)

Dooley Elementary School is a K-6 public school that houses a Japanese-English two-way
immersion program. This program is designed to develop students who are bilingual, bi-literate
and bicultural, with approximately half of the students entering Kindergarten as native speakers of
English and half of the students entering Kindergarten as native speakers of Japanese. From
Kindergarten through 6th grade, half of the curriculum is delivered in Japanese and half in English.
Over 200 students participate in this program. Of these students, there are a handful of students
who have been diagnosed with cognitive disabilities or ASD/PDD. The presenter will give an
overview of the two-way immersion program; then focus specifically on the instructional strategies
and supports employed in educating Japanese-English bilingual students who have these special
needs. The roles and responsibilities of classroom teachers, instructional assistants, special
education resource teachers, and other related services staff will be presented as well as parents'
roles and communication between home and school. Video clips of instruction and samples of
student work will also be presented.
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