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mi#;#E3 "Educating Bilingual Students with Special Needs in a Japanese-English Dual Language
Program "
Marion Friebus-Flaman,Ph.D. (Thomas Dooley Elementary School)

Dooley Elementary School is a K-6 public school that houses a Japanese-English two-way
immersion program. This program is designed to develop students who are bilingual, bi-literate
and bicultural, with approximately half of the students entering Kindergarten as native speakers of
English and half of the students entering Kindergarten as native speakers of Japanese. From
Kindergarten through 6th grade, half of the curriculum is delivered in Japanese and half in English.
Over 200 students participate in this program. Of these students, there are a handful of students
who have been diagnosed with cognitive disabilities or ASD/PDD. The presenter will give an
overview of the two-way immersion program; then focus specifically on the instructional strategies
and supports employed in educating Japanese-English bilingual students who have these special
needs. The roles and responsibilities of classroom teachers, instructional assistants, special
education resource teachers, and other related services staff will be presented as well as parents'
roles and communication between home and school. Video clips of instruction and samples of
student work will also be presented.
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m"The generality of metarepresentational development: theory of mind, language and culture”
Martin Doherty, University of Stirling

Children pass traditional theory of mind tasks around the age of four years. This is claimed to
show explicit understanding of mental representation. | will report comparable research on non-
mental metarepresentation. For example, metalinguistic awareness is the ability to reflect on
language. Producing an alternative name for an object poses similar demands to the False Belief
task: given one word for a referent (e.g., rabbit), children must produce another (e.g., bunny, or
animal). The ability to do this is specifically related to success on the false belief task, and remains
so when age, verbal mental age, and performance on tests of executive function are taken into
account.

Similar associations have been found with tests of understanding of homonymy, in which children
have to select the two distinct referents of a given word (e.g., bat: sports equipment or flying
mammal). Furthermore, the pictorial analogue of homonymy is the phenomenon of ambiguous
figures, pictures which have two distinct interpretations, such as the well-known duck-rabbit.
Children become able to acknowledge both interpretations at the same time they pass tests of
homonymy, alternative naming and false belief understanding. Interestingly, children with autism
are relatively good at ambiguous figure tasks, while remaining poor at other forms of
metarepresentation.

These findings suggest that children develop a general metarepresentational capacity at around
four years. | will also present data that suggests that cultural differences in mental
metarepresentation are paralleled by cultural differences in non-mental representational
understanding.

| will finish with a theoretical account of what develops at four, using the hypothesised mutual
exclusivity bias of word learning as a test case: metarepresentational understanding of language is
required to overcome this constraint, and the ability to do so is related to theory of mind
development.

m"Culture and theory of mind: Japanese and Canadian children's beliefs about child and adult
knowledge"
Stanka Fitneva , Queen's University



Developing understanding of people is a universal developmental task but do all children
accomplish it the same way? Focusing on the development of beliefs about child and adult
knowledge, we examined this question by comparing Canadian and Japanese children. In both
countries, all children were able to identify adult-specific knowledge and only older children
displayed beliefs about child-specific knowledge. However, Japanese children relied much more
than Canadian children on their own knowledge in deciding what children know. Furthermore, only
their beliefs were related to those of parents. These differences are consistent with the
independent/interdependent distinction between Canada and Japan and suggest that cultures may
take children on different paths of development of beliefs about the mind.
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